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Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise today to commemorate Brain 
Science Awareness Week and to high-
light amazing advances made by south 
Florida’s neuroscience community to 
unravel the mysteries of the mind. 

At the University of Miami’s Miller 
School of Medicine, research is yield-
ing new insights for the treatment of 
devastating neurological disease, like 
Alzheimer’s. My mother died from 
complications of Alzheimer’s, so I 
know how terrible this disorder is. 

Investigators at The Miami Project 
to Cure Paralysis are translating 
progress into hope for understanding 
traumatic brain and spinal cord inju-
ries that are impacting thousands of 
our bravest warriors returning home 
from Afghanistan and Iraq. 

On Saturday, March 22, scientists 
will introduce students to the wonders 
of the human brain at the Miami Brain 
Science Fair in hopes of inspiring 
young people to pursue the educational 
and professional fields that will fuel 
the next significant scientific discov-
eries. 

f 

b 1915 

CONGRATULATING MICHAEL C. 
HOFFMAN FOR WINNING THE 
FLAME OF HOPE AWARD 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
evening to recognize Michael C. Hoff-
man of Saratoga Springs for receiving 
the prestigious Flame of Hope Award 
from the Epilepsy Foundation of 
Northeastern New York. This award 
highlights Mike’s outstanding dedica-
tion and commitment to the Epilepsy 
Foundation, raising awareness and 
funds to support the organization’s 
mission of overcoming the challenges 
created by epilepsy and curing the dis-
ease. 

Mike is a successful businessowner 
and has worked for almost four decades 
to improve the community around him 
in the capital region of New York. 
Through his many impressive years as 
an active member of the Epilepsy 
Foundation, I am very pleased to see 
him receive this award. 

Again, I thank Michael C. Hoffman 
for his tireless efforts to improve our 
communities and congratulate him 
upon winning the Flame of Hope Award 
from the Epilepsy Foundation of 
Northeastern New York. 

f 

OBAMACARE IDEOLOGY AND 
RURAL REALITY 

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to highlight the importance 
of rural health care providers. 

Once again, we see President Obama 
standing on ideological grounds rather 

than actually taking the time to un-
derstand who provides medical care to 
seniors and how they do it. At the same 
time he is giving stump speeches and 
trying to convince us that ObamaCare 
is working, he is taking $422 billion out 
of Medicare. 

Now, part of these cuts come from 
critical access hospitals, and I am re-
ferring to the cuts that he is making to 
Medicare in his fiscal year 2015 budget. 
It is similar to what he did each of the 
past 2 years. He targets the critical ac-
cess hospitals. In order to pay for 
ObamaCare, he is proposing to cut 
Medicare payments to the providers 
who are providing such an important 
service—our rural health care pro-
viders. 

These patients have an extremely dif-
ficult time with access to medical care. 
They are poorer and are less likely to 
have employer-provided insurance or 
prescription drug coverage. 

Critical access hospitals are the safe-
ty net for many Americans. They pro-
vide exceptional care. I see it in my 
district every day. I commend the rural 
providers. 

f 

USE ALL WE CAN AND SELL THE 
REST 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘We 
eat all we can and we sell the rest.’’ 
That is the slogan for the Blue Bell 
Creameries in Brenham, Texas, that 
makes the best ice cream in the world. 
With the U.S. overabundance of nat-
ural gas, especially in Texas, that 
should be America’s foreign energy pol-
icy: ‘‘Use all we can and sell the rest.’’ 
In fact, we have so much natural gas in 
the Dakotas, they are flaring off gas 
wells. 

Mr. Speaker, Ukraine has been in-
vaded by the bully bear Putin. Ukraine 
buys 60 percent of its natural gas from 
Russia. In fact, numerous former So-
viet republics in Europe are held hos-
tage and rely on Russia for natural gas. 
We should give these nations an option 
to buy our gas, but we can’t even start 
the process until our government 
speeds up the approval of exporting 
gas. 

Russian aggression can be responded 
to with an energy policy that helps 
Ukraine and the United States. Mean-
while, the roar of the Russian bear 
threatens to devour more sovereign 
territory in Ukraine. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

THE NEIL SIMPSON COAL-FIRED 
POWER PLANT 

(Mrs. LUMMIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. LUMMIS. Mr. Speaker, on 
March 21, the Neil Simpson coal-fired 
power plant unit in Gillette, Wyoming, 

is going to shut down 10 years before 
its useful life is up. And it is shutting 
down because the EPA created this 
rule called Boiler MACT. That stands 
for ‘‘maximum attainable control tech-
nology.’’ 

If it was attainable control tech-
nology, the company wouldn’t shut it 
down 10 years before its useful life is 
up. It is being shut down because it is 
not attainable. The EPA did not tell 
the truth when they told people this 
can be attained. And now that plant 
will be disassembled, taken to another 
country and put back up and be burn-
ing coal there. 

This is not wise policy, Mr. Speaker. 
f 

PROPOSED DEACTIVATION OF THE 
440TH AIRLIFT WING 

(Mr. HUDSON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I have 
grave concerns about the proposed de-
activation of the 440th Airlift Wing lo-
cated at Pope Army Airfield contained 
in the President’s budget. The 440th is 
absolutely critical to conducting the 
kind of training that both airborne and 
special operations forces located at the 
epicenter of the universe in Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina, rely on to con-
duct the high-risk missions they are 
charged with in combat. 

Beyond the immediate hit on readi-
ness, the retirement will have an im-
pact on over 1,200 servicemembers and 
their families directly associated with 
the unit. 

While I understand we face chal-
lenging fiscal times, I expect the De-
partment to take a broad approach 
when it comes to finding savings. While 
retiring a particular airframe may 
make sense on paper, it is incredibly 
important that we take into account 
the value of a joint force structure. I 
find it hard to believe that out-of-State 
units can provide the same quality of 
training and operations as the local 
units that have the long-term relation-
ship with the commanders on the 
ground. 

Additionally, cutting Fort Bragg’s 
airborne operations by an estimated 23 
percent could further erode our readi-
ness at a time when the United States 
simply cannot afford it, eliminating 
the ability to rapidly mobilize, train, 
and deploy our most in-demand forces, 
namely the airborne and special opera-
tors. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues to prevent these devastating 
cuts to our forces. 

f 

CONGRATULATING EDINA HIGH 
SCHOOL HOCKEY CHAMPS 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
commend the Edina High School hock-
ey team for becoming repeat State 
champions. 
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This weekend, the Edina Hornets won 

the State high school hockey cham-
pionship when they cruised to an 8–2 
victory in the tournament finals 
against the tough Lakeville North 
squad. The Curt Giles-coached team be-
came the very first AA high school 
hockey team to win back-to-back 
State championships in 20 years. 

Led by senior captain and Minnesota 
Mr. Hockey finalist Tyler Nanne, the 
Hornets rolled through the three-game 
State tournament winning by a com-
bined score of 17–4. 

It is certainly a testament to the 
hard work of these young men that 
they spend countless hours on the ice 
honing their craft while still balancing 
their schoolwork, family time, and 
other endeavors. Becoming State 
champs does not happen overnight but 
through years of dedication. 

Mr. Speaker, the teachers, the par-
ents, the students, and the entire 
school district are tremendously proud 
of these young student athletes. 

Congratulations again to the high 
school hockey champions in Edina. 

f 

THE MANVEL LADY MAVERICKS— 
TEXAS 5A STATE CHAMPIONS 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, 1 week ago, 
I stood in the parking lot of Manvel 
High School waiting. A few minutes be-
fore 4 p.m., the Texas women’s 5A 
State champs came home. 

To win State, the Manvel Lady Mav-
ericks had to go through a door 
blocked by the two-time defending 
State champion, the Duncanville Pan-
thers. In November, the Lady Mavs 
knocked on the Panthers’ door. It 
didn’t open. For three quarters in the 
State championships, they banged on 
the Panthers’ door. It didn’t budge. But 
in the last quarter, the Lady Mavs 
kicked that son of a gun opened and 
walked through to become the State 5A 
champs. 

As we say in Manvel: Hoka hey, 
champs, hoka hey. 

f 

HONORING FAIRCHILD AIR FORCE 
BASE’S 92ND AFW FIGHT FOR 
FREEDOM 

(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to take time to 
recognize the men and women of Fair-
child Air Force Base in my home, east-
ern Washington. 

Last week, the 92nd Air Refueling 
Wing welcomed home the last plane 
from Manas Transit Center in 
Kyrgyzstan. For nearly a decade, the 
Manas Transit Center was home away 
from home for these men and women. 
And every day, Fairchild’s tankers 
would launch out of Manas and then re-

fuel the warplanes supporting coalition 
troops on the ground. 

Day in and day out, these gas sta-
tions in the sky gave fighters more 
time over their enemy targets and 
saved American lives. These crews pro-
vided lifesaving fuel for fighters when 
Osama bin Laden was found. 

As the KC–135s and the airmen are re-
turned to Fairchild, we must not forget 
those we lost. Last spring, Captains 
Mark Voss, Tori Pinckney, and Tech 
Sergeant Tre Mackey died in a tanker 
crash in Kyrgyzstan. I pray for peace 
for these families and give gratitude to 
these incredible airmen who gave the 
ultimate sacrifice. 

Thank you to all the leaders and 
community members at Fairchild Air 
Force Base for their dedication to our 
country over the last 9 years. God bless 
you. 

f 

OBAMACARE IMPLEMENTATION 
FAILS MOTHERS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, recently, I received a heart-
breaking email from Connie in Irmo, 
South Carolina. Because of ObamaCare, 
Connie’s health care policy premiums 
have increased $100 a month, and her 
deductible has grown to over $2,500 a 
year. She explains the truth, despite 
Senate smears. These unexpected costs 
have created significant financial bur-
dens for her family. Connie is the 
mother of a child who suffers with 
mental health issues. It is shameful 
that government regulations are mak-
ing her choose between seeking med-
ical assistance and feeding her family. 

Connie writes: 
It is heart wrenching that as a mother I 

now have to second-guess myself any time I 
think about taking my children to the doc-
tors. I may have coverage, but after I pay my 
premiums, I don’t have enough left to pay 
for the doctor visit itself. 

ObamaCare is threatening the middle 
class and destroying American families 
and jobs. On behalf of mothers and fa-
thers across this Nation who are suf-
fering at ObamaCare’s expense, it is 
time for the President to work with 
Congress to repeal this unworkable law 
and replace it with commonsense solu-
tions. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

THE EQUITABLE ACCESS TO CARE 
AND HEALTH ACT 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, today the House acted on 
an important piece of legislation that 
strikes at the very heart of our democ-
racy—the Equitable Access to Care and 
Health Act, or EACH Act. 

The individual mandate of the 2010 
health care law included a very narrow 
exemption for religious groups, mean-
ing that members of certain recognized 
religious sects could be exempted from 
the requirement to purchase health 
care or face a penalty of a tax for non-
compliance. 

To qualify for the current exemption, 
individuals must waive all public and 
private insurance benefits, including 
Social Security and Medicare. Individ-
uals who participate in Social Security 
and Medicare but whose religious be-
liefs cause them to object to medical 
health care are not eligible for the ex-
isting exemption. 

The EACH Act, which had bipartisan 
support, expands this exemption for in-
dividuals whose sincerely held reli-
gious beliefs would cause them to ob-
ject to medical health care provided 
under such coverage. 

Mr. Speaker, religious freedom must 
be protected for all Americans. Passage 
of the EACH Act is a step forward in 
safeguarding this fundamental and en-
during principle. 

f 

b 1930 

UKRAINE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DAINES). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 
gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) 
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, my re-
marks this evening will focus on the 
crisis facing Ukraine and our world, 
the most significant test of the will of 
liberty-loving people since the collapse 
of the Soviet Union and the end of the 
Cold War. 

The events halfway around the world 
remind us how precious our own lib-
erties are and how important it is for 
the world community of liberty-loving 
nations, those that respect human life 
and those that believe in democratic 
advancement. We have common cause 
with those who stood in the streets in 
the subzero temperatures of Ukraine, 
whose futures are uncertain as I deliver 
my remarks this evening. 

The world community of liberty-lov-
ing nations and those that respect 
treaty obligations and their roles as 
members of the United Nations Secu-
rity Council cannot let the kind of ille-
gal invasion of another country stand. 
Russia, one of the permanent members 
of the Security Council of the United 
Nations, has invaded a sovereign coun-
try, violating her territorial integrity 
and putting off the day that Ukraine 
can handle its own internal affairs in 
order to get rid of the corruption of the 
former regime and allow the voices of 
people who so very much want to live 
in a free society to fully develop. 

Our Nation and the world have to 
stand up for freedom, democracy, and 
human rights in Ukraine. These pre-
cious values will be diminished every-
where if we fail to raise our voices in 
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